Almighty God yearns to be your Friend!
In Eden we see God's ideal relationship with us: Adam and Eve
enjoyed an intimate friendship with God. There were no rituals,
ceremonies, or religion - just a simple loving relationship between
God and the people he created. Unhindered by guilt or fear, Adam
and Eve delighted in God, and he delighted in them.
We were made to live in God's continual presence, but after the
Fall, that ideal relationship was lost. Only a few people in Old
Testament times had the privilege of friendship with God. Moses
and Abraham were called "friends of God," David was called "a
man after my own heart," and Job, Enoch, and Noah had intimate
friendships with God (Genesis 5:22, 6:8; Exodus 33:11, 17; 2
Chronicles 20:7; Job 29:4; Isaiah 41:8; Acts 13:22; James 2:23).
But fear of God, not friendship, was more common in the Old
Testament. Then Jesus changed the situation. When he paid for our
sins on the cross, the veil in the temple that symbolized our
separation from God was split from top to bottom, indicating that
direct access to God was once again available.
The Bible says, "Now we can rejoice in our wonderful new
relationship with God - all because of what our Lord Jesus Christ
has done for us in making us friends of God" (Romans 5:11 NLT).

June 7, 2015
Awesome Relationship
An Awesome Relationship with God.
Pastor Rick Rufenacht

Make knowing God my number one priority.
Phil 3:8

Jer 29:13

Slow down and be quiet.
Psalm 46:10

Matt 6:5-6

Maintain a constant conversation / connection.
Friendship with God is possible only because of the grace of God
and the sacrifice of Jesus. "All this is from God, who reconciled us
to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.
(2 Corinthians 5:18).
The old hymn says, "What a friend we have in Jesus," but actually,
God invites us to enjoy friendship and fellowship with all three
persons of the Trinity: our Father, (1 John 1:3), the Son (1
Corinthians 1:9), and the Holy Spirit (2 Corinthians 13:14).
"When you think about a problem over and over in your mind,
that's called worry. When you think about God's Word over and
over in your mind, that's meditation. If you know how to worry, you
already know how to meditate! You just need to switch your
attention from your problems to Bible verses." - Rick Warren

1 Thess 5:17

Phil 3:10

Trust God in your life.
Psalm 55:22

Matt 15:8

